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• Background 3:10-3:25

• Oakland’s General Plan 

• Oakland’s EJ Element 

• EJ Requirements

• Discussion & Report Out 3:25-3:55

• Miro Activity 3:55-4:25

• Close 4:25-4:30
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Phase 1: Elements required to be updated by early 2023 

HOUSING
Adopted 2014

SAFETY
Adopted 2004
(Last amended 

2021)

ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE

*New Requirement*

INDUSTRIAL LANDS 
Study

• Addresses needs of most impacted 
and vulnerable communities

• Includes air quality and pollution; 
safe and sanitary housing; healthy 
food access; physical activity; 
investment prioritization; civic 
engagement

• Identifies natural and 
human-made hazards
(wildfire, earthquake, 
climate change, 
flooding, etc.) and ways 
to reduce impacts

Addresses housing needs, at all 
income levels (2023-2031)

• Protect tenants and keep 
people in their homes

• Preserve existing stock of 
affordable housing

• Produce more affordable 
housing – lower-income

• Where housing should go

• Evaluate feasibility of 
various industrial 
sectors, including 
longevity of the Port 
of Oakland, and 
quality of life and 
environmental justice 
considerations.
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General Plan Update Phase 2 Elements

Environmental 
Justice Element

Grocery stores and community gardens in 
neighborhoods lacking access to fresh, 
affordable food. Prioritizing capital 

projects using 
equity criteria

Parks for underserved 
communities

OPEN SPACE, 
CONSERVATION 
& RECREATION 

(OSCAR)

NOISE

LAND USE 
&

TRANSPORTATION

INFRASTRUCTURE 
& FACILITIES

The General Plan Elements developed and adopted in the second phase of this process 
are an opportunity to refine and add detail to environmental justice policies. For 
example, by focusing on:

*New Element*



EJ and Safety Element Timeline

Upcoming Community Engagement Events:
EJ Focus Group #2: Date TBD

All Community Events and Public Meetings:
oaklandca.gov/topics/meetings-and-events

https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/meetings-and-events


Racial Equity Framework and Racial Equity Impact Assessment

Racial Equity Framework:
Presents an overall equity goal and guidelines for equitable policy 
development.
Racial Equity Impact Assessment:
A tool to implement the Racial Equity Framework and assess how City 
policies can achieve equitable outcomes, tracked by measuring 
Indicators of Success.
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Oakland’s EJ 
Element



Acknowledging and 
documenting the legacy of 
racism and redlining, and 

the long-lasting impacts of 
the discriminatory and 

exclusionary zoning and 
land use policies on Black, 

Indigenous, and other 
communities of color.

We must start here…

1937 Home Owners' Loan Corporation (HOLC)"redlining" map

Historically redlined census 
tracts in California have 

significantly higher rates of 
emergency department 

visits due to  asthma than 
non-redline census tracks.
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 Adopted in 2016, SB 1000 requires Cities and 
Counties to adopt an Environmental Justice 
Element, or other related goals, policies, and 
objectives if there are "disadvantaged 
communities" within their jurisdiction.

 Oakland refers to these communities as 
Environmental Justice ("EJ") communities.

 Oakland will have a standalone EJ Element 
in addition to EJ goals, policies 
and objectives woven throughout the other 
elements.

Planning for Healthy Communities Act (SB 1000)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- Authored by Senator Connie Leyva, co-authored by California Environmental Justice Alliance (CEJA) and the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice (CCAEJ) 
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE ELEMENT, 
GOALS, POLICIES AND 
OBJECTIVES MUST:
1. Reduce health risks 

in EJ communities;
2. Promote 

community 
engagement in the 
public decision-
making process;

3. Prioritize 
improvements 
and programs that 
meet the needs 
of EJ communities.



Air Quality and Pollution



Air Quality and Pollution

The Census Block Groups with a darker 
red color have a higher estimated 
mortality rate due to higher levels of 
nitrogen dioxide exposure and 
underlying “baseline disease rates.” 



Safe and Sanitary Homes

“How do you balance being invested in
my Oakland community when they may
not be invested in me.”
-Oakland resident, interviewed at the
Oakland Asian Cultural Center Cultural
Hub Event on February 6, 2022



Healthy Food Access



Public Facilities



Increase Physical Activity



Civic Participation



Investments in EJ Communities
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Draft Map of 
Potential 

Environmental 
Justice Communities



EJ Communities Hub

bit.ly/OaklandEJHub

https://bit.ly/OaklandEJHub


• Key Issues. Geographic disparities and key issues have been identified over the years 
by community leaders in West and East Oakland. What other emerging 
environmental issues are there, and what solutions should the General Plan 
consider?

• Current successes. What existing policies and practices do you think are working well 
as they relate to EJ issues?

• Gaps. Where are policy gaps related to environmental justice issues? What policies or 
strategies would you recommend the City explore to address these gaps? What are 
the barriers to new practices?

• Racial Equity Impact Assessment (REIA). An important piece of the REIA is to engage 
impacted communities in evaluating the capacity of any given policy, program, or 
action to either do no harm, or improve outcomes for the most vulnerable. What 
historical context must we examine to understand the root causes of environmental 
justice (EJ) issues in Oakland? What policies or practices continue to perpetuate 
these inequities?

Discussion
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Report Back
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 Add policy or topic 
ideas in green

 Add historic context 
or example of existing 
inequity in red

 Examples of topics or 
suggested policies 
from community 
groups found in 
memo

 Group can continue to 
draft and refine

 If you need assistance, 
staff will help you!

Miro
 Click “sticky note” to 

add a post-it. Click the 
sticky to type

 To move left and right, 
hold down the right 
mouse button

 To zoom in and out, 
use your mouse 
wheel, or click in 
bottom right corner
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Next Steps
 EJ Focus Group #2: Week of July 18th (Stay tuned for invitation)
 How would you like to be engaged in policy development and review moving forward? Take 

our exit poll: https://forms.gle/vJ25ycXNWiWhJMt8A
 Continue adding your thoughts on the Miro 

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOnoLztc=/?share_link_id=86978932994
 Check out the EJ Community Hub to explore the draft Map of Potential Environmental Justice 

Communities, share your vision for a healthy neighborhood, and document local environmental 
justice issues and solutions.

 Complete the Oakland Visioning Survey to let us know what issues you care about, and what the 
priorities for Oakland's future should be. The survey will remain open until July 11, 2022.

 Attend a cultural event or visit us at a pop-up!
• All Community Events and Public Meetings: oaklandca.gov/topics/meetings-and-events

https://forms.gle/vJ25ycXNWiWhJMt8A
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOnoLztc=/?share_link_id=86978932994
https://city-of-oakland-general-plan-update-oakgis.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R3THS9G
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/meetings-and-events
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Thank You!

Visit the General Plan Update website for more 
information and to sign-up for regular updates:
bit.ly/OaklandGPU

https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/general-plan-update
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