
Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board      June 22, 2020
Case File Number LM19012 SUPPLEMENTAL STAFF REPORT 

              Location: 664 Haddon Road (Henry J. Kaiser Residence). 
Assessor’s Parcel 

Number: 
023 043000100 

Proposal: Preliminary Determination of Landmark Designation 
eligibility of the Henry J. Kaiser Residence.  

Property Owner: Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Inc. 
Applicant/ Phone 

Number: 
Nelson White and Stacy Farr, SWCA Environmental 
Consultants / (415) 536-2883  

Case File Number: LM19012 
General Plan: Detached Unit Residential 

Zoning: RD-1- Detached Unit Residential Zone 
Environmental 
Determination: 

Exempt per Section 15331 of the State CEQA Guidelines, 
Historical Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation; Section 
15183 Projects consistent with the Community Plan, 
General Plan or Zoning. 

Historic Status: LPAB Evaluation and Determination of Landmark 
Eligibility (January 13, 2020: A1+ (A= highest 
importance; 1+ = contributor to the Haddon Hill API). 
Current Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey rating: C1+ 
(C=secondary importance; 1+ = contributor to the Haddon 
Hill Area of Primary Importance). 

City Council District: 2 
Action to be Taken: Adopt Resolution recommending designation of the 

Henry J. Kaiser Residence as a City of Oakland 
Landmark and direct staff to forward the nomination to 
the Planning Commission for public hearing on the 
proposed designation 

For Further 
Information: 

Contact Project Case Planner Mike Rivera at (510) 
238-6417 or mrivera@oaklandnet.com

INTRODUCTION 

At the January 13, 2020, Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board (LPAB) public 
meeting, the LPAB reviewed the submittal for consideration of Landmark Nomination 
and the Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility for the Henry J. Kaiser Residence, 
located at 644 Haddon Road. Based on the evaluation sheet for Landmark Eligibility 
prepared by SWCA consultants, a total score of 49 points was given, and the evaluation 
rating of A was assigned. The LPAB unanimously passed a motion that the Henry J. 
Kaiser Residence preliminarily appears eligible for Landmark Designation and voted to 
direct staff to draft a resolution formally initiating Landmark Designation for review and 
consideration at a future meeting of the LPAB.  
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This Supplemental Staff Report includes an attached draft Resolution (Attachment A). 
The next step for the LPAB is to review and adopt the draft resolution, with any LPAB 
amendments, and forward the nomination to the Planning Commission for a public 
hearing, review, and recommendation to the City Council. 

Also in the attached original Staff Report, dated January 13, 2020 are the Evaluation 
Sheet and Evaluation Tally Sheet for Landmark Eligibility (Attachment B) that were 
presented to the LPAB.  

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Receive testimony from the property owner and general public;
2. Review and adopt the Resolution, with any Board amendments; and
3. Forward the nomination to the Planning Commission for a public hearing on the

proposed designation, review, and recommendation to the City Council.

Prepared by: 

____________________________________ 
Mike Rivera, Planner II 
Development Planning Division 
Bureau of Planning 

Approved for forwarding to the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board: 

____________________________________ 
Catherine Payne 
Acting Development Planning Manager 
Bureau of Planning 

ATTACHMENTS:  

A. Draft Resolution
B. Original Staff Report, dated January 13, 2020 that includes the Evaluation Tally

Sheet for Landmark Eligibility



RESOLUTION No._______ 

LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD 

CITY OF OAKLAND  

WHEREAS, a proposal to designate 664 Haddon Road, also known as the Henry J. 

Kaiser Residence (the “Property”) as an Oakland landmark pursuant to Section 17.144 of 

the Oakland Planning Code has been considered by the Landmarks Preservation 

Advisory Board (the “Board”); and 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and examined the material pertaining to the 

Property in Case File LM19012 and the Oakland Landmark Nomination Application 

form, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the Property meets the landmark designation 

criteria found at Section 17.07.030P of the Planning Code and the Board’s Guidelines for 

Determination of Landmark Eligibility in that the Property: 

 is of the highest importance and is a contributor to the Haddon Hill Area of

Primary Importance;

 is a high-style representation of the Italian Renaissance Revival style in Oakland

and whose character-defining features include simple, rectangular massing; two-

story height; low-pitched hipped roof with ceramic roof tiles; moderate

overhanging eaves supported by a compound cornice molding; flat primary

façade; stucco cladding; symmetrical arrangement of fenestration at the primary

façade; recessed primary entrance; full-height windows on the first floor; round

arches above doors and first-floor windows; smaller and less elaborate windows

on the second floor; balustrades at the entry staircase; and decorative façade

articulation including quoins and molded cornices;

 was constructed in 1924 and designed by master architect William E. Schirmer,

who also designed later additions;

 is closely associated with the productive life of Henry J. Kaiser, a prominent

American industrialist, who resided there from 1924 to 1946;

 was the site of an important conference hosted by Kaiser in 1943, during which a

plan was developed that would open the Kaiser employee health care plan to

community enrollment; and

 is associated with Clausen House, a system of care for developmentally disabled

adults, which operated there from 1967 to 1977.

Attachment A



WHEREAS, an Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility has been prepared for the 

Property in accordance with the Board’s Guidelines for Determination of Landmark 

Eligibility; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Evaluation Sheet shows that the Property meets the Guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and accepted the Evaluation Sheet, a copy of which 

is attached hereto as Exhibit B; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that the Property merits designation as an 

Oakland landmark, protective regulations, and preservation for the enjoyment of future 

generations; 

 

Now therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED: That the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board hereby initiates, under 

Section 17.144.030 C of the Oakland Planning Code, action to establish as an Oakland 

landmark the following property: 

 
 

HISTORICAL NAME: Henry J. Kaiser Residence 
 

COMMON NAME:  664 Haddon Road 
 

ADDRESS:   664 Haddon Road 
 

DATE BUILT:  1924-32 
 

ARCHITECT:   William E. Schirmer 
 

ORIGINAL USE:  Single-family residential 
 

PRESENT USE:  Vacant 
 

PARCEL NUMBER:  023 0430 001 00 
 

And be it 
 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That this action be forwarded to the City Planning Commission 

for public hearing and consideration; 
 

Approved by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board, 

Oakland, California:  __________________, 2020 

 

 

 

ATTEST:  ____________________________, Secretary   



Exhibit A 

Oakland Landmark Nomination Application Form 



Exhibit B 

Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility 
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Location: 664 Haddon Road (Henrv J. Kaiser Residence). 
Assessor's Parcel 023 043000100 

Number: 
Proposal: Preliminary Determination of Landmark Designation 

Eligibility. 
Property Owner: Kaiser Foundation Health Pl@, Inc.

Applicant/ Phone Nelson White and Stacy Farr, SWCA Environmental 
Number: Consultants / (415) 536-2883 

Case File Number: LM19012 
General Plan: Detached Unit Residential '· 

Zoning: RD-1- Detached Unit Residential Zone \ 
.. Environmental Exempt per Section 15331 of the State CEQA Guidelines, .i 

Determination: Historical Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation; Section 15183 
Projects consistent with the Community Pian, General Plan or 
Zoning. 

Historic Status: Current Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey rating: Cl+ 
(C=Secondary importance; 1 + = contributor to the Haddon Hill 
Area of Primary Importance) 

City Coiancil District: 2 
Action to be Taken: · Preliminary Determination that the propercy meets.the Landmark ·· 

designation criteria.
. .

Contact .Project Case Planner, Mike Rivera atFor Further 
Information: (510)238-6417 or by email at mrivera(a)oaklandnet.com

INTRODUCTION 

A nomination of 664 Haddon Road, the Henry J. Kaiser Residence, for Landmark Designation 
t>'':l:. submitted by the property owner. The first step is for the Landmarks Preservation Advisory 
Poard (LP AB) to review and consider the Preliminary Evaluation Sheet for Landmark Eligibility 
(Attachment A). Like S-7 and S-20 Preservation Combining Zones, Landmarks are designated 
by City Council Ordinance (in contrast to Heritage Properties, which may be designated by 
LP AB or the Planning Commission)'. 

As part of the Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey, 664. Haddon Road was surveyed in 1996 and 
assigned a preliminary rating of Cl+, i.e., "secondary importance or superior example'; (C), 
contributor to the Haddon Hill Area of P,rimary Importance (1 + ). Preliminary inventory ratings 
are based on field observation only and subject to change with additional information or changes
to the building. 

· · · 

#1 
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Nelson White and Stacy Farr, SWCA Environmental Consultants 
664 Haddon Road (Henry J. Kaiser Residence) 
RD-I 
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After reviewing the nomination and supporting documentation prepared by SWCA 
Environmental Consultants, staff finds that 664 Haddon Road appears eligible for Landmark 
designation. 

Effects of Designation 

Benefits and of Landmark designation for property owners include, but are not limited to: 

• Regulatory streamlining through elimination of Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
(LP AB) review for projects that meet the criteria set forth in Planning Code Sections
17 .136.025 (Exemptions from Design Review) and 17.136.030 (Small Project Design
Review)

• Eligibility for various incentives listed in the General Plan - Historic Preservation
Element Policy 2.6

o Contracts through the Mills Act Property Tax Abatement Program
o Use of the State Historical Building Code and other related alternative codes for

older buildings
o Conservation easements to reduce property tax assessments
o Design review fee reduction

Benefits for the City of Oakland include, but are not limited to: 

• Enhancement of property values, stabilization of neighborhoods and areas of the City,
increase of economic and financial benefits to the City and its inhabitants, and promotion
of tourist trade and interest (Planning Code, Chapter 17.07.030.P.3)

• Special regulations for designated landmarks (Planning Code, Chapter 17.136.070;
Historic Preservation Element Policy 2.4)

• Special procedures to establish, amend, or delete any designated landmark or landmark
site (Planning Code, Chapter 17 .144)

Significant exterior changes to Landmarks are referred to the LP AB for recommendations 
(Oakland Planning Code, Section 17.136.060) before a.decision on the design review application 
is made by the Director of Planning or the Planning Commission. Minor exterior changes to a 
building can be processed administratively by the Director of Planning, who may seek input 
form the LP AB as needed. There are special design review findings for landmarks, including, 
"that the proposal will not adversely affect the exterior features of the designated landmark ... " 
and "that the proposal will not adversely affect the special character, interest or value of the 
landmark and its site, as viewed both in themselves and in their setting ... " 
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The 5,000-square-foot, single-family residence at 664 Haddon Road was constructed in 1924 for 
Henry J. Kaiser. It occupies a roughly rectangular, moderately sloped parcel that measures 8,056 
square feet parcel located at the southeast comer of Haddon Road and Hillgirt Circle. The two­
story-over-raised-basement residence was designed in the Italian Renaissance Revival style of 
architecture and embodies many distinctive characteristics of the style. The primary fa9ade faces 
west and is set back from and elevated above the street; the primary entrance is accessed by a 
compound concrete staircase with a concrete balustrade. The parcel includes mature vegetation 
on the north, west, and south sides of the residence. 

There are five findings of architectural and historical significance for 664 Haddon Road: 

1. It is a high-style representation of the Italian Renaissance Revival style in Oakland. The
period of significance for this finding is 1924, which corresponds to the construction
date of the building.

2. It was designed by master architect William E. Schirmer. The period of significance is
1924-32, which corresponds to the construction date through all additions designed by
Schirmer.

3. It is closely associated with the productive life of Henry J. Kaiser, a prominent American
industrialist. The period of significance is 1924-46, which corresponds to the years of
Kaiser's residence.

4. It was the site of an important conference hosted by Kaiser during which a plan was
developed that would open the Kaiser employee health care plan to community
enrollment. The period of significance is 1943, which corresponds to the year the
conference was held.

5. It is associated with Clausen House, a system of care for developmentally disabled
adults. The period of significance is 1967-77, which corresponds to the years of
operation at 664 Haddon Road.

664 Haddon Road is a very good example of the Italian Renaissance Revival style as it exhibits 
many character-defining features of this style. Character-defining features of the building 
identified in the Landmark nomination include: 

• Simple, rectangular massing;
• Two-story height;
• Low-pitched hipped roof with ceramic roof tiles;
• Moderate overhanging eaves supported by a compound cornice molding;
• Flat primary fa9ade;
• Stucco cladding;
• Symmetrical arrangement of fenestration at the primary fa9ade;
• Recessed primary entrance;
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• Full-height windows on the first floor;
• Round arches above doors and first-floor windows;
• Smaller and less elaborate windows on the second floor;
• Balustrades at the entry staircase; and
• Decorative fa9ade articulation including quoins and molded cornices.
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The property retains a relatively high degree of integrity and maintains its character as a 
contributor to the Haddon Hill Area of Primary Importance (API). Alterations, most of which are 
located on the rear and south ( off-street) elevations, do not detract from the original design of the 
building. While interior photos have been included for reference, no evaluation points were 
allocated to interior spaces because they are not open to the public. 

For more information, see applicant's Landmarks evaluation form in Attachment A.

EVALUATION SHEET FOR LANDMARK ELIGIBILITY 

An HRE was· prepared by SWCA Environmental Consultants in February 2019 . 1 Based on 
information in the HRE in Attachment B, the applicant has prepared a Landmarks Board 
evaluation sheet for preliminary determination of Landmark eligibility. 664 Haddon Road 
appears eligible for Landmark designation with an "Al+" rating, signifying that the building is 
of the highest importance (A) and is a contributor to the Haddon Hill Area of Primary 
Importance (1 +). Item ratings are highest (i.e., "excellent") for Designer/Builder, 
Person/Organization, Event, Site, and Condition. Additionally, Exterior/Design, Interior, 
Style/Type, Patterns, and Continuity are rated "very good

'.
" A Landmarks Board evaluation 

differs somewhat from the Cultural Heritage Survey system in giving greatest weight to history 
and somewhat less to architecture. The evaluation sheet is included in this report for Board 
review and modification. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff finds that the nominated property meets the criteria for Landmark designation as provided 
in the City's General Plan - Historic Preservation Element and recommends that.the Board: 

1. Receive testimony from the property owner and interested citizens;
2. Review the Landmark nomination and Preliminary Evaluation Sheet for Landmark

Eligibility for accuracy and make any necessary revisions;
3. Make the determination that the property is eligible for Landmark designation; and
4. Direct staff to draft a resolution formally initiating Landmark designation for review and

consideration at a future meeting of the LP AB. If the resolution is adopted, a proposal
will be sent to the City Planning Commission for public hearing and recommendation to
the City Council.

1 SWCA Environmental Consultants. Historical Resource Evaluation for 664 Haddon Road, City of Oakland, County of 
Alameda, California. Febrmiry 2019. 
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