
 

 
The Public Ethics Commission was creat-
ed  in 1996 with the goal of ensuring 
"fairness, openness, honesty and integri-
ty" in City government. 
 
The Commission administers compli-
ance programs, educates citizens and City 
staff on ethics-related issues, and works 
with City staff to ensure policies are in 
place and are being followed. The Com-
mission also conducts investigations, au-
dits and public hearings, issue subpoe-
nas, and imposes fines and penalties to 
assist with its compliance responsibilities. 
 
The Commission is a resource for City 
staff, public officials, candidates for local 
elective office, lobbyists, contractors do-
ing business with Oakland, City resi-
dents, businesses and other organiza-
tions.  If you need advice on how to com-
ply with the law, contact the Commis-
sion by phone or email. 
 
If you believe there has been a violation 
of Oakland’s campaign finance, ethics, or 
transparency laws, you may file a com-
plaint by phone, email, or online at 
www.oaklandnet.com/pec.  
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Government Ethics Act  
Provides a comprehensive framework of 
ethics and conflict of interest rules for pub-
lic servants. 

 

Oakland Sunshine Ordinance  
Promotes easy access to government docu-
ments and timely notice of public meetings. 

 

Oakland Campaign Reform Act (OCRA)  
Encourages limits on campaign spending 
and seeks to reduce the influence of large 
contributions on election outcomes. 

 

Limited Public Financing Act  
Provides partial public funding to City 
Council District candidates to promote a 
fair and equal opportunity to  participate in 
elective and governmental processes. 

 

Lobbyist Registration Act 
Requires registration and activity disclosure 
for individuals and groups that influence 
public decisions by lobbying City public 
servants. 

 

The Public Ethics Commission was created 
by City Charter, amended in November 
2014, as an independent, non-partisan City 
board to oversee compliance with the City’s 
campaign finance, transparency, and ethics 
laws.  
 
The Commission is a seven-member board 
of volunteer Oakland residents.   
 
 Three members are appointed respec-

tively by the Mayor, City Attorney, and 
City Auditor, subject to veto by the City 
Council. 

 
 Four members are recruited and select-

ed by the Commission itself. 
 
The Commission’s daily operations are con-
ducted by staff at the direction of the Com-
mission.   
 
The Public Ethics Commission meets regu-
larly on the first Monday of every month at 
6:30 p.m. in Hearing Room 1 of City Hall 
(unless otherwise noted). 

PEC LAWS 

 
The Public Ethics Commission ensures compli-
ance with the City of Oakland’s government 
ethics, campaign finance, transparency, and 
lobbyist registration laws that aim to promote 
fairness, openness, honesty, and integrity in 
city government.  To fulfill its mission, the 
Commission conducts the following activities: 

 Lead/Collaborate - Lead by example and 
facilitate city policy, management, and tech-
nological changes to further the Commis-
sion’s mission. 

 Educate/Engage - Provide education, ad-
vice, technical assistance, and formal legal 
opinions to promote awareness and under-
standing of the city’s campaign finance, eth-
ics, and transparency laws. 

 Disclose/Illuminate - Facilitate accurate, 
effective, and accessible disclosure of gov-
ernment integrity data, such as campaign 
finance reporting, conflicts of interest/gifts 
reports, and lobbyist activities, all of which 
help the public and PEC staff monitor fil-
ings, view information, and detect incon-
sistencies or noncompliance. 

 Detect/Deter - Conduct investigations and 
audits to monitor compliance with the laws 
within the Commission’s jurisdiction. 

 Prosecute - Enforce violations of the laws 
within the Commission’s jurisdiction 
through administrative or civil remedies. 
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